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What is FSA?
• As many Floridians are aware, our state has been in a period of 

transition as we have made important decisions to improve our education 
system and raise the bar for our schools, educators and students.

• The Florida Standards in Mathematics and English Language Arts were 
approved by the Florida State Board of Education in February 2014 and 
were fully implemented in grades K–12 in the 2014–2015 school year. All 
Florida schools will teach the Florida Standards, and the Florida 
Department of Education (FDOE) has contracted with the American 
Institute for Research (AIR) to develop and administer new statewide 
assessments. These assessments will provide parents, teachers, policy 
makers and the general public with information regarding how well 
students are learning the Florida standards.



Students with Disabilities 
All students with disabilities participate in the statewide assessment program. Students with 
disabilities participate in the FSA without accommodations or with accommodations, depending 
on the student’s individual educational plan (IEP). A small number of students with disabilities 
who have an IEP may not be required to take the FSA. Only those students who meet the 
exclusion criteria set forth in State Board Rule 6A-1.0943, Florida Administrative Code, Statewide 
Assessment for Students with Disabilities, can be excluded from taking the FSA. Specifically, 
students whose demonstrated cognitive ability prevents them from completing the required 
coursework and achieving the state standards and who require extensive direct instruction to 
accomplish and transfer skills and competencies needed for domestic, community living, leisure, 
and vocational activities may be excluded from taking the statewide assessment. If a student 
meets the requirements described above and the IEP team determines that it is not appropriate 
for the student to take the FSA, the student is required to take the Florida Standards Alternate 
Assessment (FSAA). There is also a special exemption from participation in the statewide 
assessment due to extraordinary circumstances or medical complexity.
For additional information about the statewide assessment program as it pertains to students 
with disabilities, please visit the Exceptional Student Education page on the FDOE website: 
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/.

https://www.flrules.org/gateway/ruleNo.asp?id=6A-1.0943
http://www.fldoe.org/asp/altassessment.asp
http://www.fldoe.org/academics/exceptional-student-edu/


English Language Learners

All English Language Learners (ELLs) participate in 
statewide assessments regardless of how long these 
students have been enrolled in a U.S. school. Students 
who are identified as ELLs must be provided with the 
allowable accommodations outlined in the test 
administration manuals.



Performance Levels





What Assessments will my child be taking?

The following PAPER-BASED Florida Standards 
Assessments will be

administered in Spring 2019:
• ELA Writing, Grades 4-6, ELA Reading, 

Grades 3-6, Mathematics, Grades 3-6

The following PAPER-BASED NGSSS will be
administered in Spring 2019:

• Science, Grades 5 and 8



Computer Based Testing

• Florida has been transitioning to computer-based testing since 2010 and will 
continue to do so in Spring 2016. AIR offers a dynamic computer-based test 
delivery system. Students will respond to items in multiple ways, including 
creating graphs, writing short responses and using other interactive features. 
The various question types are designed to assess higher-order thinking skills 
and offer exciting new ways for students to show what they know and can do. 
Training tests are now available for students, parents and educators to become 
familiar with the new testing system. The training tests can be accessed at 
www.FSAssessments.org/training-tests.

• In Spring 2016, all grades 4–11 English Language Arts and Mathematics 
assessments will be administered online, with paper-based versions available for 
students with disabilities who have this accommodation outlined in their 
Individual Educational Plans (IEPs). Computer-based accommodations, such as 
text-to-speech, will also be available in the platform for eligible students who 
require them. Grades 3 assessments in 2015-2016 will be paper-based tests only. 

http://www.fsassessments.org/training-tests


SAVE THE TESTING 
DATES! 

• FSA Grade 4 - 5 ELA Writing Component Dates: 
04/03/2019

• FSA Grade 3 ELA Dates: 04/03-04/04/2019

• FSA Grades 4-5 ELA Dates: 05/01-05/02/2019

• FSA Grade 3-5 Math: Dates: 05/06-05/07/2019

• FCAT 2.0 Grade 5 Science: 05/08-05/09/2019
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PBT Subject/Grade(s) Session Length Number of Sessions

Writing 4-5 120 minutes 1

Reading 4–5
80 minutes
Approx. 30-31 

Questions Per Session
2

Math 3-5
80 minutes
Approx. 30-32 

Questions Per Session
2

Grade(s) Session Length Number of Sessions

5 80 minutes 2











English Language Arts Text-
based Writing Rubrics 

Grades 4: 
Informative/Explanatory 

Grade 5: Opinion
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HOW CAN I HELP?



Parents and families can promote student 
success by staying involved in their student’s 
education, offering positive support and 
feedback, and encouraging their child to relax 
and do his or her very best. By staying 
connected with our school and teachers and 
taking advantage of online resources, such as 
school websites and portals, parents and 
families can stay informed and be equipped to 
meet the needs of their student at home. To 
help students, parents/guardians, and 
educators understand what the FSA test items 
will look like, the department provides 
computer-based and paper-based practice 
tests on the FSA Portal.



Dos and Don’ts
Do – Bring you child to school on time
Do – Ensure your child has breakfast

Do – Remain positive
Don’t – Allow your child to bring an 

electronic device
Don’t – Schedule Dr.’s appointments on 

the days of testing



Questions
• Aillette A. Rodriguez-Diaz, AP (PK-5) aadiaz@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Lopez, 4th Grade Math Teacher,  catlopez@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Tejada, 4th Grade Reading Teacher, Tejada@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Ponzoa 4th Grade Reading Teacher, yponzoa@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Gonzalez, 4th Grade Math Teacher, nribeiros@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Diaz, 5th Grade Reading Teacher, gmdiaz@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Stone, 5th Grade Math Teacher, allisonstone@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Perez, 5th Grade Reading Teacher, adrianajperez@dadeschools.net
• Ms. Thorne, 5th Grade Math Teacher, mthorne@dadeschools.net

mailto:aadiaz@dadeschools.net
mailto:catlopez@dadeschools.net
mailto:Tejada@dadeschools.net
mailto:yponzoa@dadeschools.net
mailto:nribeiros@dadeschools.net
mailto:gmdiaz@dadeschools.net
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THANK YOU


